Dear Kids4Dogs-Team, o
Since you unfortunately don't have the op- ¢ s eA> Asociacion
portunity to fly to the Dominican Republic 3%%5 Amigos de
and see it for yourselves, here is my report (E”ae‘”"P Lucky
about what we were able to achieve \ <Q

thanks to your generous donations.

After two weeks of castration campaigns in Las Terrenas and
the vicinity, we travelled to the little village La Yagua with our
mobile animal-clinic (an old ambulance), vet Nina, the op-tent,
all of our materials and 12 of our 15 dogs as well as 2 cats.
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La Yagua is on the
north coast of the
Dominican Republic,
between Gaspar
Hernandez and Rio
San Juan.

It is a very poor
village because
tourists do not go
there and there are
therefore no hotels
in which the Domi-
nicans could work to
earn money. The
people of La Yagua

T Aeodaciin Lirdoos o mainly ma_ke a I_iving
- from farming - i.e.
L‘!f-’(‘j‘ Livestock breeding

and agriculture.
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Many dogs and cats
live in La Yagua and
the people treat their
pets well, but it is very
important that the
dogs and cats get ca-
strated, so that they
¥ don't breed uncontrol-
- led and to secure that
| there is enough food
- to eat for all the ani-
mals.

Women fetch water from the river with their donkeys, because there aren't any water pipes
in the houses. Their dogs accompany them.

On the way from Las Terrenas to La Yagua we found a
little female cat that had been abandoned. She was thin
and full of fleas — so we took her with us to castrate her
and treat her medically. We found her a home with an
animal-loving Haitian, who works for us. Of course we
pay for her food. The Haitian gave her the beautiful
name “"Manuschka”.

Manuschka after castration.
Still very tired, but soon she will be all well again!

IV ¥%; After we had set up the op-tent, Buschi (my husband) drove
off with the ambulance to fetch the animals from their
owners, because hardly anybody in La Yagua has their own
car. Some people even went the long distance by foot.

Our op-tent, so that we can work sterilely

The female dogs and cats were admitted by me at the “re-
ception”, i.e. each animal got a note, on which its name and
the name of its owner was written down, that way we could
be sure not to mix the animals up in the end ;-) Afterwards
the dogs and cats were put into crates, where they could
wait their turn in peace and quiet.

Children with their dogs ¢ Waiting for the op
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It is very hot over here and so it was very hard (and
sweaty) for vet Nina to operate.

Since there were just the three of us (Nina, Buschi and
me), Buschi dealt with the op-preparations such as pla-
cing vein catheters, giving narcoses, injecting medicines
etc. I took over the after care — overlooking the animals
while they woke up from the narcosis, pulling the vein

- catheter out again and especially important: explaining
to the owners what they would have to pay attention to
after the operation and how they could maybe treat
their pets even better than before. Education work is so
~ crucial for the Dominican population, because only by
working together can we reach a better togetherness

© between humans and animals.

Nina castrates a she-dog

Buschi places a catheter ¢ I pull it ¢ Freshly operated she-dog, before waking up from the narcosis

ons every year, we also castrate very young dogs and cats. This is im-
portant, because sometimes female dogs over here get pregnant with
as young as 5 months, early castrations can prevent this.

The owners fondly look after their she-dog and her two female puppies,
all three of them were castrated by us. Only when the animals are
completely awake and we see, that they are fine, people can take them
home.

When we started our work here in the Dominican Republic 7 1/2 years

ago, there weren't many cats around. But since then people have reali-

zed that cats can be lovely pets as well and that they can be very useful
for example for catching rats. Now there are many cats around and we

try to castrate as many females as possible.

3 female,
young cats
that we
castrated

This little

tiger-cat isn't

really awake
yet...




Thanks to your great donation we were able
to castrate
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19 female dogs
2 male dogs
8 female cats!!!

T
aa

in La Yagua on 5th and 6th June 2011

This will prevent a lot of suffering and mi-
sery and spare many animals the experience
of being abandoned in the streets, because
their owners just don't have enough food to
keep them all.
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A couple of days before we came to La
Yagua, a female dog that still had a lot
of milk (means: she had had puppies)
got thrown out of a car onto the street. !
Ruben, a Dominican who had witnes-
sed this, brought this dog to us to be
castrated and afterwards we could
convince him to keep her. She is now
called “"Mariposa” (Butterfly) and lives
with Ruben, his wife and their children
and with a male dog and a tom-cat and -
is doing very well. :

Ruben adopted Mariposa

although she dldn t -". 3
even belong to him.... g

I tried to get as many female animals for the castra-
tion as possible, for that purpose I went to the
people in the village and talked to them and explai-
ned to them the advantages of a castration.

Unfortunately I
couldn't catch a
female stray dog
that had just had 8
puppies, she was
too shy. But we will |
keep on trying and |
maybe next time JE
we will succeed in ﬁ
catching and o
castrating her as .ﬁ,
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Some of the 8 puppies

We - Nina, Buschi, I and the
animals and people from La
Yagua - thank you very much A, oA
for your support. It would be }L f—".r[ daelan Liriccs og
great if we could go on working ‘ % ™

together that well. I_ 2% ,,.j L!ﬂ@%y

Best wishes and love from the

kids4 do

Dominican Republic “ Pora ura comvivencia mejor

entre humanas y animales | oWy Gq
Yours, WWW.amigos-de-lucky.org ’
Miriam ¢




